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1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 



3. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The preamble of claim 14 indicates that the claim is directed to a computer program per 
se. Computer programs per se are nonfunctional descriptive material and, as such, 
constitute non-statutory subject matter. 
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4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 



5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al. 

Tozaki et al. discloses a DVD recording medium (e.g., @ Figure 1A) having data stored 
thereon in accordance with the DVD standard (e.g., note figure 1). The data stored on 
the DVD comprises a PGCI control data portion (e.g., @ 11 of Figure 1 ) that includes: 

A) Marker information (e.g., @ Figure 4) for specifying predetermined cell 
positions within the recorded data stream; 

B) Wherein the maker information (e.g., Figure 4) includes attribute information 
(e.g., the "1 st Reproduction Prohibit Flag" of Figure 4) relating to each 
predetermined cell position; and 

C) Wherein the attribute information indicates whether a playback device should 
refer to (i.e., permit the playing of) or ignore (i.e., prohibit the playing of) each 
predetermined cell position when a user operation intended to choose the 
predetermined position as a playback start position is received (e.g., when the 
user inputs search/skip commands) [Note Figure 1 1] 

[Note: lines 1-12 of column 2; 50-67 of column 3; 1-7 of column 4; lines 12-16 and 64-67 of 
column 11; lines 6-61 of column 16; lines 10-33 of column 17; lines 29-33 of column 18; lines 
57-65 of column 20; and lines 33-65 of column 26] 
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6. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 1. Additionally: 

As noted above, the DVD described by Tozaki et al. is formatted according to 
conventional DVD standard. As such, the storage medium includes playback path 
information (e.g., the PGC and PGCI data) [note lines 6-15 of column 4) wherein, as 
noted above, this information includes the table information of Figure 4 comprising a pair 
of indication for each cell position (i.e., the "start" and "end" addresses shown in Figure 
4) and, inherently, also includes time information setting for the display order of the cells 
[inherent in the DVD format (note, again, note lines 6-15 of column 4)]. 



7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 1. Additionally: 

In Tozaki et al. , the cell positions that are being "ignored" are "branch" positions that 
represent responses to right and wrong answers to questions. The playback path 
information inherently generates the appropriate branching commands (as defined via 
the DVD standard). 

8. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 3. Additionally: 

Note lines 54-61 of column 12 in Tozaki et al. 

9. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 3. Additionally: 

Note lines 33-51 of column 26 in Tozaki et al. 

10. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 1. Additionally: 

Tozaki et al. discloses the playback apparatus shown in Figure 9 for playing the DVD 
described therein wherein the apparatus includes: a reading unit (e.g., @ 80); a 
playback unit (e.g., @ 86-91); and a control unit (e.g., @ 100). The examiner maintains 
that "cue-up" simply reads on the processing in which the "next" cell position to be 
played is located on the DVD. 
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11. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 6. Additionally: 

As noted above, the DVD described by Tozaki et al. is formatted according to 
conventional DVD standard. As such, the storage medium includes playback path 
information (e.g., the PGC and PGCI data) [note lines 6-15 of column 4) wherein, as 
noted above, this information includes the table information of Figure 4 comprising a pair 
of indication for each cell position (i.e., the "start" and "end" addresses shown in Figure 
4) and, inherently, also includes time information setting for the display order of the cells 
[inherent in the DVD format (note, again, note lines 6-15 of column 4)]. 



12. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 6. Additionally: 

In Tozaki et al. , the cell positions that are being "ignored" are "branch" positions that 
represent responses to right and wrong answers to questions. The playback path 
information inherently generates the appropriate branching commands (as defined via 
the DVD standard). 

13. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 8. Additionally: 

Note lines 54-61 of column 12 in Tozaki et al. 



14. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 6. Additionally: 

Note lines 56-68 of column 24 in Tozaki et al. 



15. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 6. Additionally: 

Note lines 33-51 of column 26 in Tozaki et al. 



16. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 10. 
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17. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 1. Additionally: 

Note Figure 8 and the discussion related thereto beginning in line 6 of column 19 in 
Tozaki et al. 



18. Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #6,085,021 to Tozaki et al for the same reasons that were set forth above 
for claim 1. 
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19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to DAVID E. HARVEY whose telephone number is (571) 272-7345. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:00AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Marsh D. Banks-Harold, can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/DAVID E HARVEY/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
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